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would not occur I had little idea that, in my own life-time, I would
so soon see history repeat itself.

When the need for rearmament became urgent, I approached
Duff Cooper, then Secretary of State for War, gave him a copy
of the report, "The Volunteer Force, 1914-1919," and suggested
that it would be opportune, in the light of the dangers ahead, to
prepare plans for a force on similar lines. He kept the report for
a considerable time and then turned down the idea. When the
war did break out in 1939 I spoke to Hore-Belisha, told him of my
experiences in the previous war, and again suggested that a move
might well be made once again to create a Volunteer Force on the
lines of our movement. But he scouted the need for it, explained
the conditions in the new war were very different from those in
the previous war, and that it would be a complete waste of time and
money to do anything of the sort.

How wrong he was events were to prove. After Dunkirk,
Winston Churchill again had to set to work to create a Volunteer
Force under the title of the Home Guard. I offered my services
and I believed I could have saved the force a lot of teething trouble.
But my offer was not accepted and I did not press the matter because
I felt Tdid not really want again to go through the same old troubles
of which I had had enough between 1914 and 1918.

Once more the force has been scrapped. May I repeat the
prayer that it will not be needed again.

In due course a letter was received from the War Office, dated
12th November, 1919, addressed to Lord Desborough, as President
of the Central Association of Volunteer Regiments.

"I am commanded by the Army Council to state that as there
is no likelihood of the further need of the services as a military body,
that the Volunteer Force, which was raised during the war under
the Volunteer Acts, 1863-1916, should be disbanded, and effect
has now been given to the decision. In notifying this fact the
Council desire to take the opportunity of referring to the good services
which have been rendered by the Central Association during the
war, both before and after the War Office took over the administra-
tion of the Volunteer Force. The Volunteer Training Corps
Organisation, consolidated as they were by the efforts of your
Association in the early period of the war, proved to be a very
useful training ground for large numbers of men who were after-
wards called upon to serve in His Majesty's Forces, and it was
generally found that the training they had received in the Volunteer
Training Corps proved of service to them on joining the Arniy, in
many cases enabling the training period to be much reduced, a
factor of considerable importance, when, as on occasions, the services
of every available man were required at short notice*